Definitions:

	as·tron·o·my [ə strónnəmee]
noun 

scientific study of universe: the scientific study of the universe, especially of the motions, positions, sizes, composition, and behavior of astronomical objects. 

These objects are studied and interpreted from the radiation they emit and from data gathered by interplanetary probes.

[13th century. Via Old French and Latin < Greek astronomia "star-arranging" < astron (see astro-) + -nomia (see -nomy)] 


-as·tron·o·mer, noun 
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	star [staar]
noun (plural stars) 

1. 
mass of gas in space: a gaseous mass in space that generates energy by thermonuclear reactions, e.g. the Sun. 

Stars range in size from that of a planet to one larger than the Earth's orbit.

2. 
point of light in night sky: an astronomical object usually visible as a small bright point of light in the night sky
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Star: 

Any one of the celestial bodies, especially those visible by night which appears as small points of light, including planets, meteors, comets, and less commonly, the sun and moon. 
Webster’s Universal Dictionary and Thesaurus, c. 1993
	su·per·no·va [spər nvə]
(plural su·per·no·vae [spər nvee] or su·per·no·vas) 

noun 

exploding star: a catastrophic explosion of a large star in the latter stages of stellar evolution, with a resulting short-lived luminosity from 10 to 100 million times that of the Sun
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	qua·sar [kwáy zr]
(plural qua·sars) 

noun 

astronomical object with high energy output: a compact object in space, usually with a large red shift indicating extreme remoteness, that emits huge amounts of energy, sometimes equal to the energy output of an entire galaxy

[Mid-20th century. Contraction of quasi-stellar object]
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	plan·et [plánnət]
(plural plan·ets) 

noun 

1. 
astronomy object in orbit round star: an astronomical object that orbits a star and does not shine with its own light, especially one of those orbiting the Sun in the solar system
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	con·stel·la·tion [kònstə láysh'n]
(plural con·stel·la·tions) 

noun 

1. 
astronomy group of stars forming shape: a group of stars visible from Earth that forms a distinctive pattern and has a name, often derived from Greek mythology, linked to its shape. 

There are 88 constellations and the groupings are historical rather than scientific.

2. 
astronomy area of sky containing constellation: the area of the sky within and around a constellation
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	me·te·or [mtee ər, mtee àwr]
(plural me·te·ors) 

noun 

1. 
fiery mass of rock from space: a mass of rock from space that burns up after entering the Earth's atmosphere. See also meteorite
2. 
light from meteor: the brief streak of light that a meteor creates, visible in the night sky

[Late 16th century. Via modern Latin meteorum "atmospheric phenomenon" < Greek meteōron, form of meteōros "raised up" < meta "up" + -aoros "lifted"]

Microsoft® Encarta® 2007. © 1993-2006 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.


	comet

		


	

	com·et [kómmət]
(plural com·ets) 

noun 

astronomical object with long tail: an astronomical object that is composed of a mass of ice and dust and has a long luminous tail produced by vaporization when its orbit passes close to the Sun

[12th century. Directly or via French < Latin (stella) cometa "long-haired (star)" < Greek (astēr) komētēs < komē "hair of the head"] 


-com·et·ar·y, adjective
-co·met·ic [kə méttik], adjective 




Microsoft® Encarta® 2007. © 1993-2006 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.
	sun [sun]
noun (plural suns) 

1. 
astronomy star: a star or bright astronomical object, especially one around which planets orbit

2. 
astronomy Sun's radiation: the light or heat emitted by the Sun

Microsoft® Encarta® 2007. © 1993-2006 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.


	moon [moon]
noun (plural moons) 

1. 
astronomy Another spelling of Moon
2. 
Moon's shape as seen from Earth: a form or view of the Moon phase at a point in the lunar cycle. 

Since it shines only by reflected sunlight, the phases of the Moon depend on its position in relation to the Earth and the Sun.

3. 
moonlight: the light given out by the Moon
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	Moon 

only natural satellite of Earth: Earth's only natural satellite. It is the astronomical body nearest to Earth, except for some artificial satellites and occasional meteors.
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	sat·el·lite [sátt'l t]
(plural sat·el·lites) 

noun 

1. 
device that orbits planet: an object put into orbit around Earth or another planet in order to relay communications signals or transmit scientific data

2. 
moon orbiting other body: an astronomical object that orbits a larger one
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	(plural black holes) 

noun 

1. 
object in space: an area in space with such a strong gravitational pull that no matter or energy can escape from it. 

Black holes are believed to form when stars collapse in on themselves.

2. 
place where things get lost: a place or thing into which objects disappear and are not expected to be seen again
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	neb·u·la [nébbyələ]
(plural neb·u·lae [nébbyə l] or neb·u·las) 

noun 

space dust: a region or cloud of interstellar dust and gas appearing variously as a hazy bright or dark patch

[Mid-17th century. < Latin, "mist, vapor"]
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	stel·lar [stéllər]
adjective 

1. 
involving stars: relating to, consisting of, or like a star or stars
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	in·ter·stel·lar [ìntər stéllər]
adjective 

occurring between stars: situated, happening, or moving between stars, or involving two or more stars
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	gal·ax·y [gálləksee]
(plural gal·ax·ies) 

noun 

1. 
assembly of stars, gas, and dust: a group of billions of stars and their planets, gas, and dust that extends over many thousands of light-years and forms a unit within the universe. 

Held together by gravitational forces, most of the estimated 50 billion galaxies are shaped as spirals and ellipses, with the remainder being asymmetric.
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	ga·lac·tic [gə láktik]
adjective 

1. 
relating to galaxy: relating or belonging to a galaxy, especially the Milky Way

2. 
huge: of immense or enormous size or quantity (informal)
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	or light year 

noun (plural light-years) (plural light years) 

unit of distance in astronomy: a unit of distance in astronomy equal to the distance that light travels in a vacuum in one mean solar year, approximately 9.46 trillion km/5.88 trillion mi 

Microsoft® Encarta® 2007. © 1993-2006 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved.


The distance light travels in a year.

	noun Speed of Light

speed light travels in vacuum: the constant and universal speed at which all electromagnetic radiation travels through a vacuum, 2.998 × 108 meters per second. Symbol c (Approx. 186,000 mps)
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	ha·lo [háylō]
noun (plural ha·loes or ha·los) 

3. 
something resembling ring of light: something that resembles or suggests a ring of light

4. 
light circle around Moon or Sun: a circle of light around the Moon or Sun, caused by light refracting from ice crystals in the atmosphere

5. 
body of stars: a thinly populated spherical region of stars and other luminous objects surrounding a galaxy
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	lu·mi·nos·i·ty [lmə nóssətee]
(plural lu·mi·nos·i·ties) 

noun 

1. 
state of being luminous: the state or quality of being luminous

2. 
energy radiated by astronomical object: the energy radiated per second by an astronomical object. Symbol L
3. 
strength of light emitted: the visual perception of the extent to which an object emits light

4. 
something luminous: something that emits light
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	pul·sar [púl sr]
(plural pul·sars) 

Noun 

pulsating star: a small dense star that emits brief intense bursts of visible radiation, radio waves, and X-rays, and is generally believed to be a rapidly rotating neutron star

[Mid-20th century. Contraction of pulsating star, after quasar]
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